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Guidelines for Reviewers:

1) This review form is a record of your review, which may be shared for transparency. Pleage bear that in mind
when filling it out.

2) Please summarize your comments-- address whatever you feel is important.

3) Please evaluate and mark (score) each of the 5 Summary Assessment revi

Information Memo, the Participants Committee Selection Criteria, and the numbered R-PI

in the right-hand column. Select a mark from the scale below:

NA: Not Addressed. 1: Inadequately addresses criterion. 2: Barely adequate
adequately addresses criterion. 4: Good job of addressing criterion. 5:

1) Country submitting the R-PIN: Thailand
2) Date of Review: January 31, 2009
3) Name and affiliation of R-PIN Reviewer: TAP Review Synthesis

I. Summary Assessment of the Quality and
Mark

Criterion ii):
Strategy:

imbedded in it.

Criterion (iii): Completene

How well do proposed activities fit into existing Bank-supported or other country development
plans?

The proposed activities compare very well with others hence consistent with existing Bank-supported
work.
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Il. Participants Committee Selection Criteria: Information

Relevance of country in REDD context: Priority to countries with: (i) substantial forest area
and forest carbon stocks; and (ii) relevance of forests in economy, including livelihoods of
forest dwellers and Indigenous Peoples:
Very relevant country and would be a good additional candidate country along with Vietnam and Laos—
would contribute to the development of a regional group of countries. Also has many ethnic minority groups
that depend on forest resources for their livelihood and this has been well described in their RPIN and
programs and policies are in place to include them in decision making

Geographic and biome balance: across the world’s main forest biomes.
Provides balance, especially in consideration of its regional position in SE Asia—will be a good balance
with other countries in region already accepted to FCPF and will result in another regional set.of countries
that balances those in the Congo Basin

Variety of approaches: Proposed many innovative approaches to tacklj
degradation; methods; testing new mechanisms and distribution of R
regionally important leadership.

template.

1. Government focal point, and ownership and consult

a. Government focal point is noted as the Permanent Secre
(MNRE).

b. Authors from several forestry institutions, loca
contributed to the writing of the R-PIN docume

Comment:
1. The government is to be commen
local communities, financial instituti
strong basis for its success.

2. ldentification of instituti orest monitoring, law enforcement, conservation, and
coordination across forest, agr d rural development:

The proposal notes that t
Department (RFD)qane ible for resource assessment and monitoring of protected and other reserved forests

The propos ly states the responsibilities of the institutions and notes the role of NESDB in demonstrating the
linkages between forestry and other sectors.

Are there any other forests besides state lands (protected and other reserved forests) tht would benefit from REDD
mechanism? If so please add

3. Current country situation:

Where do forest deforestation and degradation occur, main causes, estimates of greenhouse gas emissions, data
available? Key issues in forest law enforcement and forest sector governance?

Forest cover data was collected until 1999 using manual methods, and since 2000 it has been collected using more
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advanced GlS/satellite imagery approaches. As a result there is a break in the data set in 2000. Forest cover, however,
has declined since 2000 from 33% to 31% of the country’s land area despite the many acts and laws that have been
promulgated to eliminate deforestation. In addition to the forest area, the country also has about 2.5 Mha of plantations
about half of which are rubber plantations. CO, emissions from forestry amounted to about 60 MtCO, in 1994.
Sequestration due to plantations significantly reduced net emissions that year compared to 1990. Forest resources were
reduced through shifting cultivation, land resettlement, dam and road construction, and conversion to agricultural use. The
Thai government banned commercial logging in natural forests in 1989, but this does not appear to have slowed
deforestation. Poor and ethnic minorities living near protected forests have been noted in the proposal to be largely
responsible for deforestation.

Comment:
1. Table 5 needs clarification. 1990 data appear to be in C units and 1994 in CO, units. Is that correct?

2. Deforestation has continued since 1989 despite the logging ban and taking into account th
neighboring countries it could well be worse than reported because wood products demand is ot only
deforestation in Thailand but also in neighboring countries.

3. Given the serious reduction (110 thousand ha or >1% annually) in forest cover si
means could be causing deforestation and not just the ethnic minorities? If so p

5. Also need to focus more on data for C stocks of forests belng
to thlnk about how you would go about getting C stock data—

Iking about forest volume—need
for estimating emissions. Other

4) Data available on indigenous peoples and forest

Detailed statistics are not available on the indigeno
forest areas is about 555 thousand or less than 18
minority populations—even rough number tha

arrive at it?
Based on a Thai Cabinet Resoluti as launched several measures on forest conservation and forest
fire control that have clearly be based on figures 3-4—need to highlight this that have laws and
they can be shown to make These include items in an urgent plan, intermediate plan, and long-term plan.
The 1997 Thai constitution recog ights and roles of Thai people including civil somety to part|C|pate in natlonal
policy formulation. A 20

There |

6. What eeded to reduce deforestation and forest degradation? Have you considered the potential
relationship ween REDD strategies and your country’s broader development agenda? Has any technical
assistance been received, or is planned on REDD?

The proposal notes several areas that would need to be improved to address REDD. These include better measurement,
monitoring and verification, carbon cycle assessments, and working in Tenasserim Biodiversity Corridor pilot site as a
model example. The pilot site has already received inputs and TA under an existing program from USAID and ADB, The
main goal will be to provide adequate financial and other support to local communities that are adjacent to the forested
areas and empowering them to ensure that the forests are properly protected and also to encourage forest restoration and
afforestation. The proposed and ongoing REDD programs are closely tied to the 10" Plan and contribute to Thailand’s
UNFCCC obligations and to the economic development of remote, upland and ethnic minority areas
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Comment:

1. The Tenasserim scheme laid out in the proposal appears to be a viable solution for protecting forest areas. Would
be useful to know how this scheme differs from earlier ones, if any, to accomplish the same goal.

2. Also useful to mention if this pilot study area could be replicated in the other regions of Thailand and what if any
modification might be needed.

3. You need more than a “representative sampling of Thailand’s forests” to feed into reference scenarios.
Might want to think about how would design a study to improve estimates of C stocks—even a brief description
would help.

EDD under FCPF

7. What stakeholder consultation process you would use for developing and implementin
support?

Thailand has experience with multi-stakeholder consultation processes that engage local communities,
society, academics, etc. The country is divided into four administrative regions and the p
specific to each region. The government recognizes its importance and a Thai cabinet deci
the formation of a stakeholder process for The Tenasserim area.

Comment:
Overall, the implementing agency for the REDD proposal has prior experie
should be able to pursue the same for the REDD program.

Comment about the establishment of a “REDD Focal Point (under this
document stakeholder consultations) needs to come earlier in document—
about how you would organize a REDD program.

8. Implementing REDD strategies: challenges to introduci
overcome? Would performance-based payments thou
coherent strategy to tackle deforestation?

distribution of village funds are some of the
Comment:
1. The proposal provides ade

and implementation:
d use change monitored today, and its constraints?

roject has established a national forest resources monitoring information system. A follow-up project
to increase its accuracy.

Comments: Carbon content by forest types, ground truthing, updated mapping of plantations, assessment of degraded
areas are the key missing components. Current national monitoring system (ITTO) will not be adequate for REDD
monitoring so need to think how they would develop one—need to present some ideas.
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10. Additional benefits of potential REDD strategy, and how to monitor them: biodiversity and rural livelihood?

In major forest complexes biodiversity conservation is being monitored. In Tenasserim additional biodiversity monitoring is
being conducted. Rural livelihoods are being monitored in the same area but not elsewhere in the country.

11. What assistance are you likely to request from FCPF Readiness Mechanism ?

The proposal lists assistance need at the national level of about $2 million for development of a REDD plan by August
2012, stakeholder consultations. data collection and MMV activities, and investments for the Tenassegim corridor of about
$12 million plus another $0.2 million for informing GMS countries that include Cambodia, Lao and Vi m.

Comment:
MMV should be replaced by MRV—monitoring, reporting and verfiication

The budget for the national plan seems appropriate but the time period stretched out
Assuming that the proposal is accepted and the funds are approved by this summer
an year earlier.

sually long.
ossible/to complete it

12. Donors and international partners already cooperating with you on
None so far.

13. Country’s Potential Next Steps and Schedule:

The next steps include establishing a REDD management and st es, recrditing experts to review current

databases, national consultation workshop, and field level parti
Comments:

All these are appropriate steps but not time frame has b

examples drawn in from neighbouring and other B patticip
14. Attachments and their usefulness:
Attachments included maps that were unfoftunate e




